Notice of Availability of Funds
The Florida Department of Health, herein after referred to as the Department, announces the availability of state fiscal year (July 2006 – June 2007) funds for a statewide public awareness campaign to educate the public regarding local community environmental health issues.  The initiative is a component of the Community Environmental Health Advisory Board (CEHAB), which is established under Florida Statute, Section 381.1015.  This statute states (in part), “the primary purpose of the (Community Environmental Health Program) is to ensure the availability of public health services to members of low-income communities that may be adversely affected by contaminated sites located in or near the community.  These services extend beyond health services that are currently provided pursuant to Chapter 154 (Florida Statutes) and include measures to address the health effects that are associated with exposure to environmental contamination.”  The board seeks to identify the environmental health needs and types of services, which should be provided to affected communities and make recommendations to the Department.  

The Department, to the extent feasible, seeks to assist in the development of community programs by acting as the granting agency to pilot projects that demonstrate techniques and approaches to develop educational and outreach programs including environmental monitoring and assessment activities that increase awareness of health care needs for low-income persons living in urban and rural communities.  A budget of $120,000 has been identified as potentially being available for the time period of August 2006 – June 2007.  Individual grants for up to $25,000 may be made.  Applicants must be community-based organizations serving low-income and/or minority communities.  Proposals must give evidence of an identifiable source of contamination that adversely affects human health and must seek to provide public health services within the scope and the language of the statute about public health services in Attachment 1.  Proposals must include: statement of need, detailed description of the proposed project and detailed budget with a narrative.  In order to be considered, proposals must be received by 4:30 p.m., on Wednesday, July 5, 2006.

Proposals sent via express delivery (DHL, FedEx, etc.) must be sent to:



Florida Department of Health



Community Environmental Health Advisory Board



Contact Person:  Brenda Blackmon-Jones



2585 Merchants Row Boulevard, Suite 245



Tallahassee, FL 32399-1704

Proposals sent via U.S. Mail must be sent to the mailing address below:



Florida Department of Health



Community Environmental Health Advisory Board



Attn:  Brenda Blackmon-Jones



4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin # A03



Tallahassee, FL 32399-1704

If you have questions, please call Brenda Blackmon-Jones or Melvin L. Herring, Jr. at 850-245-4141. 


This grant funding is exempt from Chapters 120 and 287 F.S.


The CEHAB, through the Office of Minority Health, will be evaluating proposals that promote disease prevention and health promotion among low-income persons living in urban and rural communities within the scope and the language of the Florida Statutes Sections 381.1001 - 381.103, the Florida Community Health Protection Act.



381.1001  Short title; Florida Community Health Protection Act.--Sections 381.1001-381.103 may be cited as the "Florida Community Health Protection Act." 
History.--s. 10, ch. 99-356. 

381.1015  Community Environmental Health Program; creation; purposes.-- 

(1)  There is created the Community Environmental Health Program. The primary purpose of the program is to ensure the availability of public health services to members of low-income communities that may be adversely affected by contaminated sites located in or near the community. These services extend beyond health services that are currently provided pursuant to chapter 154 and include measures to address the health effects that are associated with exposure to environmental contamination. 

(2)  The Department of Health shall establish a Community Environmental Health Advisory Board. The majority of board members shall be low-income residents. The board must also include representatives from the respective county health departments, health care professionals and providers, and elected officials. The board shall identify the community environmental health needs and types of services which should be provided. 

(3)  As used in this section: 

(a)  "Low-income community" means a contiguous grouping of residences with a significant portion of occupants who have a family income equal to or below 100 percent of the most recent federal poverty level and who are exposed to multiple sources of environmental contamination. 

(b)  "Contaminated site" means any contiguous land, surface water, or groundwater areas that contain contaminants that may be harmful to human health or the environment and includes federal Superfund sites and state or federally designated Brownfield areas. 
History.--s. 3, ch. 98-304. 

381.102  Community Health pilot projects.-- 

(1)  The Legislature has determined that: 

(a)  The state is committed to the economic, environmental, and public health revitalization of its communities; 

(b)  Measures to address the public health needs of low-income communities in urban and rural areas must be implemented in order to ensure the sustainability of these communities; 

(c)  The implementation of these measures will enhance cooperative efforts among the private sector, government, and nonprofit organizations in this state to ensure the sustainability of Florida; and 

(d)  It would be beneficial to provide resources in this state to undertake a series of pilot projects that demonstrate techniques and approaches to ensure health care for disease prevention and health promotion for low-income persons who are living in urban and rural communities. 

(2)  Community Health pilot projects are hereby established to promote disease prevention and health promotion among low-income persons living in urban and rural communities. 

(3)  The pilot projects may form partnerships with existing health care providers and units, contribute to a health care needs assessment, provide research capacity to improve health status, and serve as the basis for health care capacity in urban and rural communities. 

(4)  The following pilot projects are created: 

(a)  In Pinellas County, for the Greenwood Community Health Center in Clearwater. 

(b)  In Escambia County, for the low-income communities within the Palafox Redevelopment Area. 

(c)  In Hillsborough, Pasco, Pinellas, and Manatee counties for the Urban League of Pinellas County, to operate its mobile health screening unit to provide public health care to persons living in low-income urban and rural communities. 

(d)  In Palm Beach County, for the low-income communities within the City of Riviera Beach. 

(e)  In the City of St. Petersburg, for the low-income communities within the Challenge 2001 Area. 

(f)  In Broward County, the communities immediately surrounding the Miles Health Center in Ft. Lauderdale. 
History.--s. 11, ch. 99-356. 

381.103  Community Health Pilot Projects; duties of department.--To the extent feasible, the department may: 

(1)  Assist the pilot projects in development and implementation of their community programs by acting as the granting agency and contracting with the pilot projects. 

(2)  Facilitate the integration of the pilot projects with ongoing departmental programs, so that duplication of services is avoided and synergy between the programs enhanced. 

(3)  Develop educational and outreach programs for health care providers and communities that increase awareness of health care needs for low-income persons living in urban and rural communities. 

(4)  Assist the pilot projects in obtaining low-cost health care services designed to prevent disease and promote health in low-income communities. 

(5)  Facilitate cooperation between affected communities, appropriate agencies, and ongoing initiatives, such as Front Porch Florida. 
History.--s. 12, ch. 99-356; s. 50, ch. 2005-2. 

